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Introduction 
 
The main output of this section is the future digital pedagogical web-learning platform. As 
students from the Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) participating in the FEEDtheMIND 
project will be the first beneficiaries of the results of the project, their input in the platform testing 
stage is valuable for platform improvement. 
 
The actual IDEONIS platform is based on the MOODLE Learning Management System. 
MOODLE has been selected considering that 70% of the involved HEIs were actually using 
that solution, so the project could benefit from the partners’ experience on the software and 
make it easier for the involved resources with a limited learning curve. In addition to the fact 
that MOODLE is widely considered as a standard in the academic world, the solution is 
international, translated in all European languages (including Slovene and Greek), flexible, 
adaptable, and takes benefits of constant improvements/new functionalities so it can keep 
fitting with the academic world constant changes. 
 
For all those reasons, MOODLE is also used as the Digital Pedagogical platform for the 
FEEDtheMIND project. The IDEONIS platform includes both educational contents, and self-
assessment tools based on quizzes. These innovative tools have been widely developed in 
order to help students to learn autonomously and develop lifelong knowledge and skills. It 
allows students to acquire both knowledge and competencies in parallel with the practical 
project timeframe. It also allows students to deepen their knowledge in some of the topics more 
than in others, so they can build up their own path depending on their objectives. 
 
The FEEDtheMIND platform is built, maintained, supported, and hosted by the EEIG 
ECOTROPHELIA EUROPE, similarly with the hosting of the actual IDEONIS platform. The 
platform and its contents are available in the student’s native language, meaning in, at least, 
French, Greek, Slovenian and Spanish, which involved a significant effort in translating and 
adapting the contents. The platform is also available in English for those who do not speak any 
of the previously stated languages. It is also the easiest to translate from English into any other 
language if the platform is to be used further by any other country/organisation.  
 
Each of the following HEI organisations, Agricultural University of Athens, L’Institut Agro 
Montpellier, Universitat Politecnica de Valencia, University of Ljubljana, University of Natural 
Resources and Life Sciences, Vienna, has invited between 15 to 20 students from bachelor or 
master’s degrees to test the FEEDtheMIND platform, ideally using it as support to the 
development of an innovative food product. Additionally, pedagogical staff from each HEI was 
invited to review and evaluate the platform. Covid-19 measures and the lockdowns in 2020, 
have partially slowed down the activities on this task. Consequently, the platform has been put 
in function for end-users in the second semester of the 2020/2021 school year, when the 
evaluation period started as well. At the end of the platform test, the participating students have 
answered a survey on functionality and quality of the platform. Further, their comments 
on possible improvements of the platform were compiled in a separate file. The evaluation of 
the platform was concluded in July 2021.  
Preliminary results of the platform evaluation were presented at the multiplier event, an online 
seminar Bridging the gap between knowledge and skills: a European FEEDtheMIND 
perspective, which was organised by L’Institut Agro Montpellier on 7th July 2021. The file with 
suggestions on elements to improve before the launch of the platform is a part of this 
document. 
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Methods 
 
To achieve the aim established for this task, a survey directed at the students was developed 
to be conducted by the six European HEIs: Agricultural University of Athens (AUA), L’institut 
Agro Montpellier, University of Ljubljana (UL), University of Natural Resources and Life 
Sciences, Vienna (BOKU), and Universitat Politecnica de Valencia (UPV). The survey, first 
developed in English (Annex 1) was then translated in the 4 languages of the project: French, 
Greek, Spanish and Slovenian. Google forms were used for dissemination of online surveys 
among participants along with the link to FEEDtheMIND platform 
(https://feedthemind.ecotrophelia.org/login) and an invitation to the platform evaluation. 

(a) 

 
 

(b) 

 

https://feedthemind.ecotrophelia.org/login
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(c) 

 
 
(d) 

  
 

 
 
Picture 1. Example of the invitation to the FEEDtheMIND platform use and assessment (a) UL-
Biotechnical faculty Facebook post, (b) Montpellier SupAgro – Email invitation, (c) BOKU- Email 
invitation 

 
 
Students and teachers of participating HEIs were informed about the platform release through 
different channels (I.e. e-mails, institutional news and posts) and invited to a test use of the 
platform. This survey targeted particularly students that had already tested the FEEDtheMIND 
learning platform. To collect opinion on various aspects related to the platform the survey was 
divided into three sections: (1) content; (2) operability; and (3) learning and reflection. 
Participants were asked to rate statements for all 3 sections on an agreement scale from 1 
(strongly disagree) to 5 (strongly agree). At the end of the questionnaire there were 3 open 
ended questions focusing on improvement of teaching-learning process, use of ICT and 
improvement of the platform itself. Answers to open ended questions are reported under the 3 
main sections and bulleted in Annex 2. 
 

The representatives of each institution conducted the survey on their HEI and the data 
collected was then compiled and analysed to achieve the results presented in this report. 
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Results and discussion 
 

Overall, 71 students from 5 partner countries participated in the survey. Answers are presented 
by countries. Since the number of participants was relatively small and varied from 9 (Greece), 
13 (France), 15 (Slovenia) to 17 (Austria and Spain), results are shown as the median of 
answers. On graphic presentations the width of flags represents the median score of 
agreement with statements for each country on 1 (strongly disagree) to 5 (strongly agree) 
scale. There were 5 countries participating, so the maximum overall score could be 25 for each 
statement, or namely 5 by country. The higher is the agreement with statements, the higher is 
the overall score.  
 
 

1. Assessment of FEEDtheMIND platform content 
 
First part of the survey was assessing satisfaction with the platform's content. Students were 
overall satisfied with the content of the platform. It fitted to the level of the students and their 
ability in communicative and digital skills, and they evaluated the content well accessible 
(medians 4,0 and 5,0). 
 

 
Picture 1: Satisfaction with content represented by statements and countries. Flags represent the 
median score of agreement with statements for each country on 1-5 scale. Together the maximum 

score for each statement is 25.  

 
There was a slighter disagreement on sequencing and timing of content and activities as 
well as on multimedia resources (medians 3,0-5,0), which was further commented in open 
ended questions. Students complained that the programme is too theoretical. They would love 
to see more interactive assignments, as well as different learning sources in the form of 
recordings, audio sources, video content, quizzes, photos, animations, interactive tasks, etc. 
Also, they proposed more practical examples to be added to make the theoretical content more 
accessible. In general, we distinguish four types of learners: visual, auditory, kinaesthetic, and 
reading/writing learners. Students argued that the platform mostly supports reading learners 
and somehow forgets about the other types.  
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Even though it was appreciated to have the possibility to learn at their own pace, students 
missed communication. There was a suggestion to add an open forum where it would be 
possible to ask questions to teachers and have a constructive debate on topics covered within 
the platform. 
 
When calculating overall medians by countries, Slovenian students were least satisfied with 
overall content, on the other hand Austrian and Spanish students were almost completely 
satisfied. 
 
 

2. Assessment of the platform operability 
 
Students found FEEDtheMIND platform easy to use, since most of them were familiar with 
Moodle platform before. Different elements, options offered by the platform and the 
multimedia resources and external links worked well, the navigability of course contents 
were adequate and simple.  
 

 
Picture 2: Satisfaction with platform’s operability by statements and countries. Flags represent the 
median score of agreement with statements for each country on 1-5 scale. Together the maximum 

score for each statement is 25.  

 
Some students reported problems with signing in and changing language. They indicated 
that choosing the language of the course by flag is not clear/transparent enough. There were 
also some translation errors in the study material that made the content difficult to understand. 
 
They least agreed with statements: Contains guides or tutorials that make it easier to use the 
different resources and tools and emphasized that they missed detailed instructions for use 
and described the purpose of the platform. Lower agreement was also observed for Resources 
and tools, the course structure and activities are motivating and stimulate learning, which was 
already commented before. Various multimedia resources were recommended to be included, 
which should be taken into account when upgrading the platform to make it more attractive for 
students to use.  

[100% ECOTROPHELIA] 

[33% ECOTROPHELIA] 
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The interface design was homogenous and attractive (median 4), according to students’ 
opinions, but there were some suggestions on using pastel colours instead of bright and vivid 
to prevent an overdose of impressions. 
 
Similar teaching methods as in the case of FEEDtheMIND platform have been in use since the 

COVID-19 pandemic, therefore students did not report any improvement in digital 

competences or knowledge in use of ICT, because of studying with FEEDtheMIND Moodle. 

As most students used mobile phones to access the internet they asked for a better mobile 

device version, since the current one is not well adapted to small screens. 

 

3. Assessment of learning and reflection 
 
Compared to the previous two sections, in the third overall medians (4,0) are slightly lower for 
statements regarding learning and reflection. Students agreed that FEEDtheMIND Moodle 
platform included all the technical requirements to complete activities without external 
resources and that technical requirements were specified and accessible.  
There was less agreement on appropriate tools for learning assessment, where some 
students commented on the appropriateness of using quizzes for self-assessment. They 
argued that questions did not test or show if they have had understood the content, but only 
required learning the slides’ contents in the presentations by heart. As an improvement in this 
field, they suggested different quiz options to be offered, for example “fill in the blanks” and 
“connect sentences” etc. 
 

 
Picture 3: Assessment of learning and reflection by statements and countries. Flags represent the 
median score of agreement with statements for each country on 1-5 scale. Together the maximum 

score for each statement is 25.  

 
Students found the platform useful for preparing project materials for competitions like 
ECOTROPHELIA and emphasized learning through platform materials as a useful addition to 
conventional teaching methods. In their opinion, the platform supported independent 
learning. Moreover, students liked the fact that they could learn at their own pace. 
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When comparing students’ responses from different partner countries, French and Spanish 
students were the most critical to the resources provided by FEEDtheMIND platform.  
 
Finally, when asked if overall this online training methodology with Moodle improved the 
teaching-learning process students were divided. Some said the concepts are too simple, but 
mostly they agreed that it is useful to have a lot of resources at one place, available at all times 
and that this method is a good addition to the in class teaching process. 

Conclusions 
 
The FEEDtheMIND digital learning platform aims to provide the necessary tools to every 
student that wishes to deepen their knowledge and develop their skills in the field of eco-design 
and food innovation. This digital tool provides knowledge and resources on subjects on which 
the students stated, in a previous survey, having less available resources to fulfil their needs 
(creativity, eco-design, business model and project valorisation). It is well designed and could 
be widely used, but only when it meets students’ expectations and when they find it helpful as 
an additional learning tool. This survey showed that students were overall satisfied with the 
FEEDtheMIND platform as it is (medians from 3,0-5,0), but were still missing some details that 
cannot be overseen.  
 
One of the main down points in their opinion is the lack of interactive assignments and audio-
visual presentations, which are desirable by students and should be included. During the 
COVID-19 pandemic students adapted to online teaching methods and self-learning, but also 
became more demanding in how the topics are presented and what are the possibilities to 
deepen the gained knowledge. They argued that only theoretical learning is not enough, and 
the form of quizzes only supports learning by heart and not understanding of the topic. They 
wished for a more interactive platform that would also include a forum as a way of 
communicating between teacher/mentor and students.  
 
Some technical errors were spotted, but overall students were satisfied with the platform’s 
functionalities. Customised platform for mobile users was proposed in open ended questions 
and should be taken into consideration, since an increasing number of students access the 
internet through mobile phones as well as they learn and read “on the way” while, for example, 
commuting on a bus or train.  
 
From students’ point of view the FEEDtheMIND platform represents a helpful addition to the 
conventional teaching methods and is useful when preparing innovation projects like 
ECOTROPHELIA or similar. A lot of different resources are gathered at one place, and it offers 
students to learn at their own pace.  
 
In summary, this survey evidence that with minimal changes and adaptations the 
FEEDtheMIND platform could become a widely used and favourable tool for students to gain 
knowledge on topics where they have previously lacked resources. 
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Annex 1. Survey on functionality and quality of the platform 

 
FEEDtheMIND Learning Platform Assessment 

COURSE EVALUATION IN MOODLE PLATFORM 

Thank you for participating in the implementation of the pilot version of the FEEDtheMIND Moodle 

platform. We would be grateful if you could take some time to fill in this short questionnaire. Your 

assessment is necessary and helpful to identify gaps and propose future improvements. 

Using a scale from 1 to 5, 1 being “I strongly disagree” and 5 being “I strongly agree”, please carefully 

read the sentences below and state your level of agreement with each one. 

1. The presentation of the contents is sequenced in a consistent and appropriate manner. 

1 2 3 4 5 

2. The content fits my level and my ability in communicative and digital skills. 

1 2 3 4 5 

3. The objectives and competencies are well indicated and clear. 

1 2 3 4 5 

4. The content program is accessible. 

1 2 3 4 5 

5. Multimedia resources are appropriate and consistent with content. 

1 2 3 4 5 

6. Sequencing of content and activities is appropriate. 

1 2 3 4 5 

7. The platform contains guides or tutorials that make it easier to use the different resources and 

tools. 

1 2 3 4 5 

8. The interface design is homogeneous and attractive. 

1 2 3 4 5 

9. The navigability of course content is adequate and simple. 

1 2 3 4 5 

10. The different elements and options offered by the platform (mail, quizzes, forums...), as well as 

the multimedia resources and external links work well. 

1 2 3 4 5 
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11. Resources and tools, as well as course structure and activities, are motivating and stimulate 

learning. 

1 2 3 4 5 

12. The multimedia resources and tools for the work of the activities are in line with the objectives 

and competencies proposed for the FEEDtheMIND project. 

1 2 3 4 5 

13. Communication and labor resources and tools facilitate the adaptation of learning to individual 

needs. 

1 2 3 4 5 

14. The resources, tools and activities proposed facilitate collaborative learning, analysis, and 

reflection. 

1 2 3 4 5 

15. The platform provides appropriate tools for learning assessment. 

1 2 3 4 5 

16. The Moodle platform includes all the technical requirements to complete activities without 

external resources. 

1 2 3 4 5 

17. The technical requirements required are specified and accessible. 

1 2 3 4 5 

  

The next three questions are open-ended. Please read them carefully and answer accordingly. 

18. Do you think this online training methodology with Moodle has improved the teaching-learning 

process? In which form? 

  

19. After your experience with the FEEDtheMIND Moodle platform, do you think your digital 

competence and knowledge in the use and use of ICT have improved? Justify your answer. 

  

20. According to your experience after testing the Moodle platform, indicate which aspects you 

would change, implement, or improve. 

 



 

 

Food-related European Education in the Digital era to Motivate Innovative New-product Development 

Project N°: 2019-1-FR01-KA203-063034 
 

 

11 
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Picture 4: Snapshot of the Survey delivered in Google Forms 
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Annex 2. Answers to open ended questions in the survey 

 
18. Do you think this online training methodology with Moodle has improved the teaching-learning 
process? In which form? 

YES: 
- Working at your own pace 
- Useful for preparing project materials for Ecotrophelia 
- Platform supports independent learning 
- Self-testing and quizzes are useful to review your knowledge 
- A lot of resources at one place 
- Useful addition to conventional teaching methods 

NO: 
- Online methodology requires visual resources, not »just ppt« 
- Some concepts are too simple 

 

19. After your experience with the FEEDtheMIND Moodle, do you think your digital competence and 
knowledge in the use and use of ICT have improved? Justify your answer. 

Most students say Moodle is a very simple platform to use.  

Since the COVID-19 pandemic similar teaching methods are often in use so they did not report any 
improvement in digital competences or knowledge in use of ICT, as a result of using FeedTheMind 
Moodle. 

 

20. According to your experience after testing the Moodle platform, indicate which aspects you 
would change, implement or improve. 

Most often complained about being too theoretical. Students miss more interactive assignments, as 
well as different sources for learning: in the form of recordings, audio sources, video content, quizzes, 
photos, animations, interactive tasks, etc. … 

Further comments on possible changes, improvements: 
- Better mobile device version 
- Problems with signing-in and changing language - Choosing language via the flag is not very 

clear/transparent. 
- An open forum where it would be possible to ask questions to teachers would be desirable. 
- Detailed instructions for use and described purpose of the platform 
- Different quiz forms. Not only multiple choice, but for example fill in the blanks, connecting 

sentences, etc. 
- There are a few translation errors that make the content difficult to understand.  
- Also, there aren’t many practical examples to help understand the topics, more of these should 

be added to make the theoretical content more accessible. 
- The colours are too bright, pastel- colours should be used instead to prevent an overdose of 

impressions 

- The Questions in the Quizzes. You can answer these Questions if you learn the slides of the 
presentations, but it doesn`t test or show you if you have understood the content. 


